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PHMSA – Pipeline & Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration
• The Department of Transportation (DOT) is the Federal Agency which has

enforces the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of 1968.
• The RSPA (Research and Special Programs Administration) was the

group under DOT that had oversight of pipelines and it existed up until
2004.

• In 2005 PHMSA was created as a result of the Special Programs
Improvement Act of 2004.

• Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) is under PHMSA and is responsible for
overseeing 2.3 million miles of natural gas and liquid pipelines.

• PHMSA’s stated mission is to protect people and the environment by advancing
the safe transportation of energy and other hazardous materials that are essential
to our daily lives. To do this, the agency establishes national policy, sets and
enforces standards, educates, and conducts research to prevent incidents. We
also prepare the public and first responders to reduce consequences if an incident
does occur.

• PHMSA maintains a website that contains all of the Cases Initiated, Orders Issued,
and Cases Closed.

• The website is as follows:
https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/reports/enforce/CaseStatus_opid_0.html?nocache=6
896#_TP_1_tab_1

https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/reports/enforce/CaseStatus_opid_0.html?nocache=6896#_TP_1_tab_1


Summary of Enforcement Case Status
• This table provides the total number of cases opened for each year, and a count of how many of these cases were 

closed at the time this report was generated.



Corrective Action Orders (CAOs)
• A Corrective Action Order usually addresses issues resulting from an accident, spill, or other significant, immediate, or 

imminent safety or environmental concern.



Notices of Probable Violations (NOPVs)
• These notices may include proposed civil penalties, a proposed compliance order requiring the operator to take one or 

more corrective actions, or both proposed civil penalties and a proposed compliance order.



Notices of Amendment (NOAs)
• A Notice of Amendment alleges that an operator’s written plans or procedures fail to meet regulatory requirements and 

proposes that they be amended.



Notices of Proposed Safety Order
• A Notice of Proposed Safety Order addresses pipeline integrity risks that may not constitute a hazardous facility requiring 

immediate corrective action, but do need to be addressed over time.



Why?
• Good statistics on various PHMSA enforcement actions and 

amounts of fines but why do I care?
• The take away is not in these numbers but in the actual 

details of the cases themselves.
• These are what we will call the “Lessons Learned” from the 

events that have occurred.
• As a group, the people involved in Pipeline Integrity have a 

tendency not to discuss their short comings with each other.
• The information presented herein is a matter of public 

record and the stated goal is to use this information to get 
us as Operators talking about what we have done wrong 
and more importantly what we have done to correct those 
mistakes.

• Hopefully, we will all be able to take these “Lessons 
Learned” back with us to our companies and ultimately 
make each Operator safer as a result.



2018 Closed Cases (Total of 193 – Page 1/7)

• PHMSA “closes” enforcement cases once it is satisfied that all identified correction actions have been taken, all 
inadequate procedures corrected, and all civil penalties paid.



2018 Closed Cases (Total of 193 – Page 2/7)

• PHMSA “closes” enforcement cases once it is satisfied that all identified correction actions have been taken, all 
inadequate procedures corrected, and all civil penalties paid.



2018 Closed Cases (Total of 193 – Page 3/7)

• PHMSA “closes” enforcement cases once it is satisfied that all identified correction actions have been taken, all 
inadequate procedures corrected, and all civil penalties paid.



2002-2023 Closed Cases
• PHMSA “closes” enforcement cases once it is satisfied that all identified correction actions have been taken, all 

inadequate procedures corrected, and all civil penalties paid.



01/23/18 – Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Corp (#14)



01/23/18 – Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Corp (#14)



01/25/18 – Tidewater, Inc. (#16)



01/25/18 – Tidewater, Inc. (#16)



01/31/18 – Questar Southern Trails Pipeline Co. (#18)



01/31/18 – Questar Southern Trails Pipeline Co. (#18)



03/27/18 – Colonial Pipeline Co. (#44)



03/27/18 – Colonial Pipeline Co. (#44)



06/22/18 – Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C. (Spectra) (#88)



06/22/18 – Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C. (Spectra) (#88)



06/22/18 – Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C. (Spectra) (#88)



06/22/18 – Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C. (Spectra) (#88)



06/22/18 – Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C. (Spectra) (#88)



12/12/18 – Texas Eastern Transmission (Spectra) (#177)



12/12/18 – Texas Eastern Transmission (Spectra) (#177)



12/12/18 – Texas Eastern Transmission (Spectra) (#177)



12/12/18 – Texas Eastern Transmission (Spectra) (#177)



Tenaska –
Antioch M&R

Valve V-266 at M.P. 1502.292 / SS 6096+41 – Fluvanna County, Virginia

Power Operator removed and replaced with Manual Operator

WGP Form #0200A FA Tracker MOCR #71821

Galvanic anodes disconnected and valve section now protected by impressed current anodes powered by rectifier system

Explanation of action taken in regard to PHMSA warning letter dated 5/8/2017 – CPF 1-2017-1021W

by Conway Wolfrey and Bill Deaton



PHMSA Warning Letter CPF 1-2017-1012W dated May 8, 2017 – relevant 
information highlighted



Valve V-266 with operator May 2014

1. Upstream insulating flange box with 
flange wires unbonded. Galvanic 
anodes connected to the valve side 
of flange.

2. Downstream insulating flange box 
with flange wires unbonded. 
Galvanic anodes connected to the 
valve side of flange.

3. Gas powered valve operator.

4. Control and signal wire conduit 
connected to operator for control and 
valve position indication.

5. Power Gas connected to operator.
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Opposite Side



Resolution
• Interruption could have been performed but it was 

determined that the operator and associated conduit 
were not needed anymore.  So, it was decided that this 
equipment would be removed so that the galvanic 
anodes could be detached, the isolation flanges 
bonded, and allow the impressed current from nearby 
rectifiers protect the pipe.

• IR free pipe to soil readings were first required in 2013 
but the interruption of small banks of galvanic anodes 
is difficult to perform due to the resistance of current 
interrupters.  The current interrupters typically do not 
allow the flow of current due to their internal resistance.

• Despite not taking IR free pipe to soil readings at this 
location per Procedure 20.06.03, the galvanic anodes 
have protected the below ground valve and associated 
piping from corrosion.



Valve V-266 with operator May 2017

1. Upstream insulating flange box with 
flange wires bonded.  Galvanic 
anodes disconnected from the valve 
side of flange.

2. Downstream insulating flange box 
with flange wires bonded.  Galvanic 
anodes disconnected from the valve 
side of flange.

3. Manual valve operator with hand 
wheel.

4. Control and signal wire conduit 
disconnected from operator.

5. Power Gas disconnected from 
operator.
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Opposite Side



Inside view of upstream flange box May 2017

1. Flange wire.
2. Flange wire.
3. Anode wire.
4. Anode wire.
5. Bonding wire.
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Inside view of downstream flange box May 2017

1. Flange wire.
2. Flange wire.
3. Anode wire.
4. Anode wire.
5. Bonding wire.
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05/19/17 – Danville, City of (#76a)

•



05/19/17 – Danville, City of (#76b)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96a)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96b)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96c)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96d)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96e)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96f)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96g)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96h)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96i)

•



06/15/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#96j)

•



06/27/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#105a)

•



06/27/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#105b)

•



06/27/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#105c)

•



12/21/17 – Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company (#208)

•



Miscellaneous
• Failure to install CP system – Proposed 

12021045NOPV_PCO PCP_12222021_(19-
151550)_text.pdf (dot.gov) and Final 
12021045NOPV_Final Order_04222022_(19-
151550)_text.pdf (dot.gov)

• PHMSA: Stakeholder Communications - Listing 
of Cases Closed (dot.gov)

https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/reports/enforce/documents/12021045NOPV/12021045NOPV_PCO%20PCP_12222021_(19-151550)_text.pdf
https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/reports/enforce/documents/12021045NOPV/12021045NOPV_Final%20Order_04222022_(19-151550)_text.pdf
https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/reports/enforce/CasesClosed_opid_0.html?nocache=6425#_TP_1_tab_1
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